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The purpose of the Open Space Authority is to preserve key 
portions of the natural environment in order to balance continuing 
urban growth. 

• Over 20,000 acres protected

• 3 Preserves open to the public

• Environmental education, volunteer programs, community 
events

• All free of charge

About the Open Space Authority



Open Space Authority

Sierra Vista

Coyote Valley

Rancho Canada del Oro



Measure Q:  The Open Space, Wildlife Habitat, Clean Water and 
Increased Public Access Measure

• Passed with 68% Yes on November 4, 2014

• $24 / parcel tax

• Generates about $2 million per year for Urban Open Space

Measure Q



Applications due:  August 26, 2016

Total funding for FY 16/17:  $1,000,000

Anticipated number of awards:  10-15 awards

Length of funding: 1-4 years

MQ UOS Grant Summary



MQ UOS Grant Program Info:  http://www.openspaceauthority.org/urban



http://www.openspaceauthority.org/urbanMQ UOS Grant: GUIDELINES



Small Grants
$2,500 - $25,000

ONE-year grant

Large Grants
$25,001 - $250,000

THREE-year grant

Open to:

Awards:   

 Public agencies

 Schools and school districts

 Non-profits                                                              

MQ UOS Grant:  OVERVIEW



MQ UOS Grant:  PROGRAM AREA



 Environmental Stewardship and Restoration

 Urban Agriculture / Food Systems

 Environmental Education

 Parks, Trails, and Public Access

MQ UOS Grant: CATEGORIES



Project Focus   (10 pts)

Project Budget (15 pts)

Project Planning (15 pts)

Community Engagement  (10 pts) Impact  (15 pts)

Project Goals  (15 pts)

Organizational Capacity (10 pts)

Project Sustainability  (10 pts)

Underserved Communities (5 pts) Leadership & Innovation     (2 pts)

Community Building (5 pts) Funding                (2 pts)

Bonus Points

MQ UOS Grant: CRITERIA



MQ UOS Grant Program Info:  http://www.openspaceauthority.org/urban

Application



http://www.openspaceauthority.org/urbanMQ UOS Grant: TUTORIAL



MQ UOS Grant: APPLICATION

General Info

Library

Quick Access to 

Application Pages



MQ UOS Grant: APPLICATION

• General Information about the 
Organization

• Invite “Collaborators”

• Fiscal Sponsor Q’s- only if 
applicable

• Character limits

1000 char = approx. 1/3 page
3000 char = approx. 1 page

• No special formatting

APPLICANT  INFORMATION

TIPS



MQ UOS Grant: APPLICATION

• Majority of application questions

• Must answer all questions, or 
write “N/A”

• Project Abstract is important!

PROJECT DESCRIPTION



MQ UOS Grant: APPLICATION

• Extensive list – may not apply to 
your project

• Add additional goals at the 
bottom under “Other”

PROJECT GOALS



MQ UOS Grant: APPLICATION

• 3 Required documents:

1. Financial statements
2. Resolution
3. Budget

• Budget must be done using 
Project Budget Form

• Additional documents may be 
required, depending on the 
project.

• Multiple files can be uploaded to 
the same category

DOCUMENTS



http://www.openspaceauthority.org/urbanMQ UOS Grant: TUTORIAL



General Tips

• Start early!

• Read the guidelines carefully + follow all instructions

• Be realistic in designing the project

• Be detailed and direct, but concise

• Ensure consistency between sections:  Work Plan, Budget, and Timeline

• Ask someone to review your application

• Note that applications are public 

Measure Q UOS Grant Program



ApplicationsJUL 8 – AUG 26

AUG 27 – SEP 16

SEP 26

SEP 27 – OCT 5

OCT 13

STAFF REVIEW

CAC REVIEW

STAFF

BOARD REVIEW

• Review applications
• Follow up with applicant if needed
• Make recommendations 
• Prepare CAC Report

• Review applications
• Provide feedback / questions
• Made award decisions

• Follow up on any Board questions
• Execute Grant Agreements

• Review CAC Report 
• Provide feedback / questions

STAFF

• Follow up on any CAC questions
• Prepare Board Packet, including staff 

recommendations and CAC feedback

MQ UOS Grant: REVIEW TIMELINE



Questions?

Grant questions Technical questions
Megan Dreger

Grants Administrator

Email: mdreger@openspaceauthority.org

Phone: 408-224-7476

ZoomGrants Tech Support Desk 

(7am - 4pm Monday - Friday)

Email:  Questions@ZoomGrants.com

Phone:  (866) 323-5404 x2 

FAQ:  https://zoomgrants.zendesk.com


